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Light Painting

Literally painting with light that you control, with or 
without other lumination 

Easy to do, in your own home, without hazard or danger 

Can be done with pretty much any camera





Basic Equipment
• Camera 

• 50mm prime or slightly longer 
telephoto 

• Wide angle for outdoor work 

• Tripod 

• Cable Release

• Small Flashlight 

• Location that can be made 
dark 

• Gaffer tape 

• Interesting Subject 

• Controllable background





Basic Knowledge
Remember that each shot will be different, getting the same shot 
twice is nearly impossible 

Know how to: 

Disable Autofocus 

Set the camera to Manual 

Set the shutter speed to B 

Set an aperture 

Use the depth of field preview if your camera has this



Gathering Subject Matter
Smaller subjects are easier to manipulate 

Look for interesting textures and powerful colour palettes 

For Consideration 

Jewellery 

Fishing flies and lures 

Dried flowers 

Pieces of fruit 





The First Shot - Part 1

1.  Arrange the subject for a dynamic view 

2.  With your camera on the tripod, compose your shot 

3.  Set your shutter speed to B (bulb mode) 

4.  Attach your cable release 

5.  Focus on the primary point of interest.  Turn AF off 

6.  Choose an aperture that delivers suitable DoF



The First Shot - Part 2

7.  Set a lower ISO, perhaps between 100 and 400 

8.  Choose AWB to start 

9.  Darken the shooting area 

10.  Lock the shutter open with the cable release 

11.  Use the flashlight to paint areas of the subject 

12.  Close the shutter





Reviewing the Shot

Turn the lights back on so you can see the LCD and the 
camera controls 

Check the image out.  If too dark, you will use more light, if too 
bright, you will use less.  Don’t change the camera settings 

If the colours don’t pop, plan to light that area more 

If the textures don’t pop, try shining the flashlight at a different 
angle for cross-lighting 

Shoot more images, there is no right or wrong



Tips and Tricks

You can use a black card, or even a baseball cap to 
cover the lens while you change lights or make 
modifications 

Flash gels taped to the flashlight are a great way to get 
different colours of light 

Different light actuations will change the outcome, try 
daubs, smears and strokes for different effects





Going Outdoors
Once you have your basic skills nailed down, take it 
outside 

Generic subjects can become magical when shot at 
night.  An old barn, a snowscape, fallen leaves on the 
ground, all are great examples of the mundane that sprint 
to life when painted with light 

Consider mixing night shots with light painting 

Use the light as the subject, painting pictures and words 
or painting halos around everyday objects





Special Kit

Light painting is a popular creative tool 

You will find light painting brushes, basically lights with 
different coloured tips 

Burning steel wool can be interesting but gets repetitive.  
It’s also dangerous and historic locations have been 
burnt down by idiots 

Specific tools like the Pixel Stick can do some 
interesting things





Advanced Training
Many independent workshops exist 

Join KelbyOne and take the Light Painting classes by 
Dave Black - in my opinion, he’s the master. 

Painting With Light : A Unique Approach 

Lightpainting : Illuminating Models 

Lightpainting Grand Landscapes 

Under The Milky Way with Dave Black 




